
Day Twenty-two 
Scripture: 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Reflection: 
In the theater, the most important dramatic action occurs 
downstage. That is the area of the stage closest to the 
audience. It is here the lighting is brightest. Of course, it is 
not the only portion used. Characters move through many 
other areas of the stage. Snippets of dialogue might occur in 
the back corners. But, by and large, downstage is where the 
action is. Downstage is where the lead characters are found 
and the most significant lines are spoken. 

Joseph is not the star of the Christmas story. Only Matthew 
gives him any real attention and, even then, Joseph is never 
given any spoken lines. In fact, Joseph has no lines in the 
entire story. Even when returning to the temple when Jesus 
is twelve, it is Mary, not Joseph, who scolds her son for 
causing His parents such an anxious search. By the time 
Jesus emerges as an adult to be baptized by John, Joseph is 
never mentioned again. We are left with no information 
about when or how he seems to have died. 

In a story where angels and shepherds and wicked King 
Herod and magi and Zachariah and Elizabeth and, of course, 
Mary all get lots of lines, Joseph gets none. Not a word. He is 
undeniably not a lead character in the drama. He is never on 
center stage. 



There is a special place in the Kingdom of God for those 
assigned to serve in the shadows and back corners. They 
dutifully fulfill their parts, knowing they will never get top 
billing. They are not the stars of the Bible’s story. Barnabas is 
one of them. As is Titus, along with Thaddeus. So is Phoebe 
and the Syrophoenician woman who begged Jesus to free 
her daughter from the power of a demon. They pass 
through the story of redemption as bit players with small 
supporting roles. They move the story forward, without ever 
coming downstage and standing the bright lights as a 
major character. 

This does not mean they are unimportant. Where would 
Elijah have been without the food given by the widow of 
Zarephath? Where would Paul have been without Silas? 
And, how could God have sent Jesus into the world without 
Joseph? Joseph will be given not only the task of protecting 
Mary but with loving and raising a son that is not his son. 
None of Joseph’s blood runs in Jesus’ veins. His wisdom as a 
teacher, his skill as a craftsman, the instruction in Torah and 
devotion expected of any husband and father will 
undoubtedly be valuable in the life of the young Messiah. 

How rare is such a man? None of us can really say. But, it 
seems likely such a man is rare, indeed. To be so central to 
the story and yet so obscure in the script must require 
someone who combines both great courage and great 
humility. Like I said, we cannot know. But, it is at least worth 
a momentary pause to consider this: Was God only waiting 
to find such a remarkable young woman as Mary? Or, was 
he waiting even longer to find a woman like Mary engaged 
to such an extraordinary man as Joseph? 



Family: 
Materials: A nativity scene that you set up in advance. A 
wooden one works best for the point of the lesson, but you 
can make the point with any kind (see below). Put Mary and 
baby Jesus in the center, along with the adoring shepherds. 
You can even include the Wise Men (although Bible 
students will point out they came much later when Mary 
and Joseph had found a house). Put in the angels and the 
animals, too. Just leave out the figure of Joseph and put him 
out of sight for now. 

Christmas is only three days away! 

(Go through the figures one by one. Point to each one and 
ask questions like, “And who is this?” and “What are they 
doing in Bethlehem?” After you have gone through all the 
figures say, “Well, that’s it. I think we’re ready for Christmas.” 
If one of the children has noticed Joseph is missing, 
wonderful. Use that to bring him out of hiding and put him 
into the nativity. If no one noticed, then say something like, 
“Wait just a minute.” (look hard and pretend to count the 
figures) “Someone is not here. I just know there ought to be 
one more person in Bethlehem. Who can that be?” 

It’s Joseph! Of course. (put his figure in) Today in the Jesse 
Tree we come to the story of Joseph. This is not the Joseph 
who is sold in the slavery back in the Old Testament. This is 
the Joseph of the Christmas story. 

The Bible does not tell us much about Joseph. We do not 
know about his mom and dad. We do not know how he 
learned to be a carpenter. Joseph is just kind of quiet. He’s 
like a strong and wise father who watches over his young 
wife and her little baby, but does not ever say very much. 



Some people like to talk. Some people even like to talk up on 
a stage or in church. They might be teachers or preachers or 
actors in a play. They stand up and talk with big loud voices 
so we can all hear them.   

But, you know, some people do not talk much. They do not 
like to stand up front and talk in front of people. Can you 
think of anybody like that? 

Sometimes people who do not like to talk enjoy building 
things with their hands. Maybe they like to cook and make 
cookies or homemade bread. Or, maybe they like to work 
with saws and hammers and wood. They build things.   

The Jesse Tree ornament for today is about Joseph. And see 
what it is. These are tools. They help us think of Joseph 
because he was a carpenter. He worked with wood and 
made things. And you know what, God picked big strong 
quiet Joseph to help take care of Jesus when he was just a 
baby and to help him grow up. 

When a grownup shows you how to cook something or how 
to build something or how to make something, think about 
Joseph. He did things just like that for Jesus.   

Prayer: 
In your prayer, thank God for the quiet strength of Joseph. 
He had the courage to take Mary to be his wife, in spite of 
the fact she was going to have a baby. He was strong 
enough to bring Mary on a long journey from Nazareth all 
the way down to Bethlehem. He was resourceful enough to 
help make a stable someplace they could stay. And, he was 
wise enough to listen to the warning God sent him in a 



dream and to take Mary and the baby all the way down to 
Egypt to keep them safe from wicked King Herod. 

Think of some of the quiet people that have blessed you. Not 
the people who were teachers or sponsors or preachers. 
Think about some of the people who did not help you by 
what they said, but by what they did. 

Ask God to help everyone in your family, quiet people and 
people who like to talk, to make Jesus this center of their 
Christmas this year. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




